Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 VIENTI 06076 301114Z 
20 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SCCT-01 AID-05 SAJ-01 SAM-01 

OMB-01 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /077 W 

063097 

R 300917Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5512 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
DIA WASHDC 
17 AD UDORN, TH 
CINCPAC 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENTIANE 6076 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, LA 

SUBJECT: BOMBS AT LAO NATIONAL BANK 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
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1. THE LAO AUTHORITIES HAVE FINALLY GOTTEN AROUND TO 
ASSIGNING PRELIMINARY BLAME FOR THE TWO GRENADES THAT 
EXPLODED IN THE VAULT OF THE NATIONAL BANK ON OCTOBER 
28. SIMUONG DOUANGKEO, CHIEF OF JUDICIAL POLICE FOR 
THE CITY OF VIENTIANE, TOLD THE PRESS ON OCTOBER 29 
THAT THE AUTHOR OR AUTHORS OF THE ATTACK WERE BANK 
EMPLOYEES. THEY WERE "REACTIONARIES WHO OPPOSED THE 
NATIONAL BANK OR WHO OPPOSED THE NATIONALIZATION OF 
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2. SIMOUNG ALSO SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT KIND OF 
GRENADES WERE USED. HE COULD STATE, HOWEVER, THAT ONE 
WAS HIDDEN IN A WASTEBASKET AND THE OTHER IN A FLOWER 
POT. 

3. ON THE AFTERNOON OF OCTOBER 28, JUST AFTER THE 
ATTACK, THE BANK'S DIRECTOR AND SENIOR STAFF MET TO 
DEVELOP NEW SECURITY PROCEDURES. THEY DECIDED TO 
REQUIRE THAT ANYONE ENTERING THE BANK BE SEARCHED BY 
THE POLICE. 

4. COMMENT: SIMUONG APPEARS TO HAVE GOTTEN PEPSI, 

ADO AND 555 OFF THE HOOK. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
POLICE ARE QUESTIONING BANK EMPLOYEES INTENSIVELY 
TO TRY AND DISCOVER THE CULPRITS. WHEN AND IF THEY 
DO. THOSE APPREHENDED WILL NO DOUBT "CONFESS" THAT 
THEY WERE INSPIRED BY LAO "ULTRA RIGHT-WING REAC- 
TIONARIES." WE WOULD EXPECT ON THE BASIS OF RECENT 
PROPAGANDA EFFORTS THAT SOME ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE 
TO BLAME THE TAI AND/OR THE AMERICANS. 
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